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THEACTION IDEAS CATALOGUE
15 DIVIDED INTO MULTIPLE THEME,
TORELP 10U AND YOUR GROUP

LDENTIET AND NARROW DOWN WHAT
f0U CAN DO TO MARE A DIFFERENCE.
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JV hat is an action idea? Let's

start with an exctmple

In the city of Amsterdam, bicycle quitql of
the world (along with Copenhagen), cycles
rule the streets. Great efforts were made to
accommodate the ]oicycle - foremost the
creation of an elaborate network of high-
qucth’ry cycle lanes. They were so efficient
and safe that cychng became the easiest
mode of transport in the city. However, this

didn't just happen ]oy chance.

There was a time, in the 1950s and 60s,
when cychng was under severe threat of
]oeing' expeﬂed from Dutch cities by the

growing number of cars.

After World War I, as the economy grew,
neighborhood's in the

Amsterdam were olesfroyeol to make way

whole city of
for roads and motor vehicles. The increase
in traffic brough’r along with it mounting
crashes and casualties. A staggering loss of

over 3000 deaths, including 400 children,
led to protests and rallies.

One “Stop de
Kindermoord" ("s’rop the child murder’),

which grew into a massive movement.

such rctﬂy was the

Over the years, this included bicycle
rallies, crash site visits and speciod carfree
olotys The entire protest was so effective
that Stop de Kindermoord was turned
into an official organization dedicated to
oleveloping ideas for safe urban
plctnning ]oy the Dutch government. This

is the true potenticﬂ of Action!

There are many opportunities to insert
dqys of action into the calendar. Just
think of the hundreds or even thousands
of people pouring into the streets on
World Carfree Day (September 22) and
commanding the whole road space for a
doty. Or a Critical Mass bike ride, or
other fun sfreet—reclqiming events. Ideas
like this are exactly what this Toolkit

sheet is about.

Please notel While there are many
started, the best

Qpproqch is to choose a few hat speotk

ideas to get you
most to you and keep the rest on the
back burner to try out sometime in the

ahead, and

combine mulfiple action ideas into one

futurel Go experiment

or many grqncl events.






CELEBRATING CARFREE
SPACES + STREET FESTIVALS

There are many events Jthroughouf
the year that provide an ideal
occasion to hold street festivals or
public events where you can
promote carfree  cities, carfree
public space, and more. Everyone
loves a street party, and usuctﬂy
authorities are hctppy to cooperate.
An alternative  to temporary
closure is to celebrate in an existing
pedes’rrian environment and bring
attention to the many possible uses

of existing community space.

CARFREE SUNDAYS
(CICLOVIA) + KIDS AND
FAMILY PROGRAMS:

Ciclovia is  the awe-inspiring
celebration of carfree  streets
occurring every Sunday in Bogofd,
Colombia. It has since inspirecl
many glo]ootl cities to follow their

lead, with variations in the theme.
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Moking a different public square carfree
for a doy every Sundoy and then
running programs for kids and families is
also a great concept, coming from
Istanbul, Turkey. In Bangalore, Indig,
different neighborhoods organize Cycle
people

communify space fOl’ CYChDg’ ond oJrher

where can  enjoy

Sundotys

activities.

CONFERENCES AND GATHERINGS:

Conferences are great ploces to exchomge
and contemplo’re the latest trends, ideas

and to like-minded

individuals. One doty conferences within

meet passionate
ci{y/region is a good start.  Another
populor event is youﬂq exchonges with
accommodation and travel costs covered.
There are numerous options for creating

exchonges and otﬂowing practitioners to

interact, share experiences and build
alliances. Remote gofherings
(teleconference) is also a sustainable

alternative, keeping costs down and

ovoiding travel emissions.

WORLD CARFREE DAY +
MOBILITY WEEK, PARKing DAY

This is the prime celebration of carfree
cities, hoppening once every year on

29nd September. Many cities have joined

the Europectn Mobihfy Week
framework and host a variety of
activities for a whole week in this

period. PARKing Day takes place during
this celebrated by

converting potrking plotces into pop-up

Hime and is

pO.l’]:{S fOl’ a few 1’101_11‘5 or a fuﬂ ClClY

FUN EVENTS,ART, THEATER, FILM:
Art and expression brings otlong with it

a sense of emotion and passion that can
never be expressed through formal
conferences and discussions. That is Why
a theatre festival is a great opportunity
to grob the atftention of the pubhc,
increase interest, expotnd base, and
electrify passion ’[hrough the city. Topic
oriented events, discussion forum, film

raffle,
concerts - the sky is the limit!

screening, competition, games,
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JOINT EVENTS WITH ALLIES:
Make the most out of it by shqring
energy, resources, support, and buﬂding on

you

mectningful synergies with other groups

common ground. Once create
that share your mission and goqls, the
scale and quah’ry of impact changes. You

can reach out to Cycling groups, air

poHuﬁon groups, children'’s

environmental and social

groups,
organizations, and more. While you are
]ouilding momentum for your cause, don't
forge’[ to support the good efforts of
others. For instance, if a cychng group is
celebra’ring somefhing, go ahead and tag
along and show your suppor’tl Mutual

support is the surest way forward.




MAQUETTE DESIGN WORKSHOP:

A maquette is a 3D model that can be
constructed out different materials, including
cloy, wood, cardboard ete. A speciol feature
models is  the

collaborative aspect, where participants can

of creating physicol
think ’fhrough and work out specific elements
of the ]ouilding/design process. So, go ahead
and build an actual model of a neighborhood,
street, intersection, or an area that you would
like to reoiesign, and explore how perspeciives
of the living space chonges, and so too the
design. The "Pattern Language" approach of
inclusive piotnning ]oy Chris’fopher Alexcmoier,

is a great source of inspiration.

COMMUNITY GROUPS +
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS:

An important part of creating a
movement is awareness-raising,
outreach, and community buﬂding.
This is where you can offer skills
workshops  and  educational  or
capacity buﬂding events for specific
neighborhoods and communities. It is
an especiotlly important tool to help
bring to focus the needs of minorities

groups. Where

possi]ole, organize volunteer programs

(Jl’lCl Vulnerolole

encouraging locals to participate.



SUMMER SCHOOL,
YOUTH EXCHANGES:

INTERNSHIPS

To reach out to a lotrger community and
interested peoples, this tool category of
providing leqrning and  educational
opportunities for a broad target group.
There are many different themes for a
Workshop series that can be offered:
primer on urban mobﬂi’ty, participation
and active citizenship, tactical urbanism,
civic journalism, to name just a few.
Provide youth and adults alike with
continuing education opportunities and
ways to become involved in the local

ul’thl’l environment.

WEBINARS AND CURATED ONLINE
PROGRAMS:

Webinars and online shotring have come
into vogue. With this tool you can reach
many people far beyonoi your geogrqphic
area and develop a foﬂowing. Online
programs allow you to invite, host, and
promote the doers and shakers of todqy.
Getting  a good presenter will  also
highlighi the work of your organization.
Running a webinar series also makes sure
that an ongoing dialogue can stay

relevant.



A & AWAR

59-RATSING

MEDIA PROMOTIONS + ONLINE/
OFFLINE PRESENCE:

Develop a media arm that is able to
promote the pubhc acceptance of carfree
cities concepts as well as related urban
sustainability  issues.  Your  online
presence may include communication
on your website and social mecliq, as
well as videos, articles, news items, etc.
Offline events can be documented and
placed online, while pqmphle{s and

print journalism may also be useful.

Where possible, aim to get your letters
and articles published in the newspaper,

and give interviews on radio or TV.

If you organize events, be sure to invite
media and to send them press releases.
Murals, installations in public spaces,
and pubhc art are currenﬂy enjoying a
renaissance in cities everywhere. When
ever possible, involve the local
community, students and you’fh and

their creative take on mediums
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ACTIVE MOBILITY + POLICY, SUPPORT,
ADVOCACY:

Working on qolvocqcy involves a multi-
pronged qpproach, where your organization
supports, promotes, and demands pohcies in
your city (or region, country) that prioritizes
sustainable mobﬂity, active modes of travel,
and human- environment- and community-

oriented urban plqnning.

When your efforts are directed at the
government, this will connect to policy and
creating the proper 1egq1 and physicql
environments for the uptqke of sustainable
mo]oﬂity. When your efforts are directed to
the population, this will connect to lifestyle

choices, heQHh, savings, and more.

CLIMATE CHANGE + CARFREE CITIES:

Now is the time to make the connection
between climate change and carfree cities
crysfql clear! Carfree advocates understand
the direct relief and actionable solutions that
carfree cities can offer climate change action.
Such messages can figure into a wide

Vqriety of campaigns and programs.

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES:

Start the habit of coHecﬁng and
]ouﬂchng up a wide body of materials
and resources to use in your local
work. This may involve everything
leaflets,

guicles, technical literature, grqphios

from promo’rionql how-to
and photos, banners, pos’thrds, and
any’rhing else that you can use to

support and promote your work.

Advanced
Jthings like cargo bikes, air quqlity

resources may inclucle

counters,

gauges, cycle/pedes{riqn
construction equipment for pcu’klets, or
any materials you may need for

pubhc demonstration and use.



PROJECTS, RESEARCH AND = #
[NTERNATIONAL COOPERATION:

4 . -
— T
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ADVISORY SERVICES + CARFREE
DESIGN:
Urban development projects, housing

projects, and the like need to have good
input and enhgh{ened Qolvisory bodies to
help develop forward-thinking projects
and plcms. Consultants and plqnners who
are intimoﬁfely familiar with carfree
olesign principles have an important role
in helping define and guiole future urban
and housing development. A mega
underquing would be to work with
investors and developers, encouraging or
fctcﬂitqting the launch and execution of

cotrfree developmenfs.

INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS:
These

couphng carfree concepts to the wider

represent major opportunities,
field of urban development new cities
planning, and so on. Adohhonctﬂy, many
pilot projects can find funding and
interest, working within the framework
of international cooperation and
knowledge/skiﬂs shotring projects or co-

creation.

MOBILITY PLANNING, NATIONAL
/ REGIONAL GUIDELINES + POLICY
SUPPORT:

National & Regional transport plctnning
pohcy guidehnes, such as Sustainable
Urban Mobﬂity Plans (SUMPs) or
national transport strategies are a

mandate for every country. Sound
advice from those espousing carfree cities
is urgenﬂy needed. Also on the wider
1eve1, sensible policy support - including

research, otncdysis, and recommendations

- are very helpful

LOCAL COOPERATION: There are
otlwctys ways that you can engage
1ocaﬂy when you have the time and
will to do so. It may also be the case
that instead of buﬂding up your own
organization  you mighf prefer to
volunteer with other groups in your
area. Find out whether any carfree
sympa%heﬁc groups are around. There
are many ways to collaborate, whether
in research and field projects or, media &
local outreach. Don't forget to connect to

student groups and youth movements.






GO! SHEET #3 14

CARFREE/PEDESTRIAN PROJECTS:

Launch your own campaign to convert
a defined geogrophic area (such as a
street or squctre) into a permqnenﬂy
vehicle-free zone. If you gather enough
local support and can demonstrate the
viqbﬂity of such «a project, the
momentum will carry you H’lrough to
successful Chctnge Consider projects like
porklets and temporary converted
community space - your gool should be
to convince the authorities to allow a
become

temporary conversion to

permanent.

MOBILITY JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS:

Too often, the incursion of vehicles into
neighborhoods, gridlock, or fos’r—moving
traffic can have disastrous effects on the
local populctﬁon. Gear your campaign
vulnerable

towards protecting

populqﬁons, creating safe spaces,

lowering traffic noise, and reducing

heat Vulnerable

populqﬁons suffer the most from foul’ry

urban islands.

plonning and unjust transport pohcy and

practice

Mony children are unfoirly confined to
their while the

women, caregivers, and minorities are

buﬂdings, elclerly,

often the hardest hit by unjust transport
Residents  of

communities are often forced to own a

procﬁce. low-income
car, resulting in 1c1rge cuts from their
salaries. In many cities, cars are moinly

used by a privﬂeged minority, subc{uing

pubhc transport  systems, space for
Wolking, cychng, and the quohty of
urban life.

CAR CONTROL / HIGHWAY

REMOV AL: Construct a campaign with
the clear message that high volume
highwoys have no plqce in city centers.
Such a campaign may focus on the
removal of a highway or a flyover, or
the radical reduction of traffic volumes.
Street closures (to ’rhrough traffic), lane
removal or their conversion to Cycle
potﬂ'ls, congestion chorges - these and
measures can

many more dare you

demand in order to reduce inequolify

and better health

environmental quoli{y in urban areas.

promote and



FOR MORE TNFORMATION VISTT OUR WEBSTTE
WWW.CARFREEALLTANCE.ORG
OR WRITE TO US AT DOWNTOWN@CARFREEALLLANCE 0RG



http://www.carfreealliance.org/
mailto:downtown@carfreealliance.org

